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PRESS RELEASE

MONDAY AUGUST 15, 2011

** For immediate release  **

Public asked to submit bright ideas to boost the Edinburgh Festivals experience

For the first time ever, the Edinburgh Festivals will be inviting the public to share ideas on how to  make the festivals an even more amazing experience for everyone involved, by asking performers, audiences and organisers to take part in the Ideas Challenge, particularly to raise ideas for how to make the festivals greener, innovative ways to make more out of queues & crowds and new helpful apps and websites. The initiative enables ideas to be taken from a conversation around the pub table into a large-scale debate where everyone involved in the festivals can take part.

The ideas can be submitted to the website ideas.edinburghfestivals.co.uk and there are no barriers to entry – any idea of how to make Edinburgh’s festivals even more amazing is suitable for entry.  The top 25 entries as voted by the public will be awarded a prize pack worth £100.

As well as prizes for the top 25 ideas voted by the public, there will be additional prizes for the top five ideas as selected by a judging panel. The judges’ prize is worth £500 and includes either an iPad or two night’s accommodation and festival tickets in 2012. The judging panel includes Will Gompertz (BBC Arts Editor) Lyn Gardner (Theatre Critic, The Guardian), Richard Wiseman, (Psychologist and best-selling author), Bill Thompson (Technology commentator and journalist), Faith Liddell (Director, Festivals Edinburgh), Andrew Coulton, (Administrative Director, Edinburgh International Book Festival).

The Ideas Challenge is an initiative of the Festivals Edinburgh Innovation Lab, an ambitious programme to lead the digital development of Edinburgh’s festivals. ChallengePost, a US startup that specialises in online challenges and currently works with the City of New York and the Obama administration, is providing the technology, and the INTERREG 1VB North-West Europe Programme is providing the prizes. In New York the challenge generated an online taxi driver feedback service and in Edinburgh the recent Innovation Lab Culture Hack day generated festafriend – a festival-centred dating website which is now live.

The initiative emerges from the thinking that no-one knows the festivals better than the people who attend, take part and help to make them happen; their experience is a rich resource from which to generate ideas and solutions. 

The Ideas Challenge runs from August 15 until October 31, 2011. 

* Ends *

Notes to Editors

Festivals Edinburgh is the high-level organisation created and managed by the directors of Edinburgh’s 12 major Festivals  to lead on their joint strategic development. Festivals Edinburgh enables, facilitates and delivers new, significant projects in a number of key areas: joint marketing, programming, sponsorship, innovation, environmental sustainability and professional development. You can find more about Festivals Edinburgh on www.festivalsedinburgh.com
The Edinburgh Festivals Innovation Lab works with leading thinkers, technologists, artists, audiences and digital communities to develop and prototype ideas that improve and inspire the audience experience. It tackles themes such as helping festival go-ers make the most of their experiences, new ways of distributing festival content and making the festivals greener. It enables a variety of projects, including special developer tech events and webtools that transparently “crowdsource” ideas from the public, and manages the Edinburgh Festivals “geek-in-residence”. The Lab also supports improvements to core infrastructure, enables the digital distribution of content and supports the exploration of digital programming. You can find more about the Innovation Lab on www.festivalslab.com
ChallengePost lets individuals and organizations challenge the public to solve problems and innovate; their technology provides a platform to generate ideas and creations and increase awareness and participation around compelling goals. Challenge participants are motivated by prizes, but also by a shared interest in the goal, altruism, the joy of problem solving and the competitive spirit. 

You can find out more about ChallengePost at www.challengepost.com 

For information on the Edinburgh Festivals Ideas Challenge please contact:

Claudia Monteiro, Media Relations Officer, Festivals Edinburgh

T: 0131 240 1908 / 07900 681 378  

E: claudia@festivalsedinburgh.com

